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Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning! 

 

Notes on Today’s Service 
 

If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate. 
 

Leading Worship Today: 
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 

Lay Leader: Tarah Paul; Acolyte: OPC Youth 
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 

The Overbrook Choir 
Anthony Carrella, countertenor 

 
The Chancel Flowers are given to the glory of God 

by Charles Brown and Kate Shackelford in loving memory of Ellen Sloan. 
 

Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but 
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent 

childcare is provided in our nursery. 
 

Worship Kits for Children 
are available at the front entrance to the Sanctuary. 

 

Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are Available. 
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs. 

 

Ushers: 
Robert Harden, Jr., Davorka Sabljak, Aimerie Scherluebbe, Will Schick,  

Trudy Sheau and Kevin Davis 
 

Opener/Closer: 
Marlin Newsome 

 
Deacons Delivering Flowers: 
Alan Sigler and Angie Goodall 

 

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Wistar 
Morris Room.  We would like to thank Chef James Mitchell for hosting 

Fellowship Hour, today.  All are welcome! 
 

  



Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship and 
remember to silence all cell phones before the service. 

=Stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING IN 
 

PRELUDE  C. H. H. Parry 
 Christe, Redemptor omnium (1848-1918) 

 
INTROIT  Ann Ker 
 In the Beginning (b. 1938) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

By Martin Luther King, Jr.; among the most frequent and 
consistent prayers of his ministry from 1954 to 1968. 

Leader: And unto him who is able to keep us from falling 
People: And lift us from the dark valley of despair to the mountain of 
 hope   
Leader: From the midnight of desperation 
People: To the daybreak of joy   
Leader: To him be the power and authority 
All:  Forever and ever. Amen.  


HYMN No. 339  LIFT EVERY VOICE 
 Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Offered by Martin Luther King, Jr., on March 18, 1956, 
at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church during the Montgomery bus boycott. 

Our Father God, who does overarch our fleeting years with your 
eternity and does undergird our weakness with your strength, in the 
midst of pressures of another day, as we face its vast concerns. Above 
all else save us from succumbing to the tragic temptation of becoming 
cynical. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 





GLORIA PATRI  HYMN No. 581 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
PSALM 40:1-8  Page 486/pew Bible 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN  Adam Hearlson 
 (All children are welcome to remain in worship, should parents so wish; children in 
 Pre-K through Grade 2 may gather in the nursery following the Time with Children.) 

 
SOLO  G. F. Handel 
 “Virgam virtutis” from Dixit Dominus (1685-1759) 
 Anthony Carrella, countertenor 
 

Virgam virtutis tuae 
emittet Dominus ex Sion: 

dominare in medio 
inimicorum tuorum. 

The Lord shall send the rod of 
thy power out of Sion: 

be thou ruler, even in the midst 
among thine enemies. 

Psalm 110:2 

 
NEW TESTAMENT John 1:35-46  Page 87/pew Bible 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
SERMON “From There?” Adam Hearlson 
 
HYMN No. 651  LEWIS-TOWN 
 I Waited Patiently for God 
 

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
From the writings of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
compiled by the United Presbyterian Church. 

 

I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which 
surround us. 
 

I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace, 
brotherhood and sisterhood are not possible. 
 

I believe there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression 
and violence, without resorting to violence and oppression. 
 

I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a 
way which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation 
of this way is love. 
 

I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the 
final word in reality. I believe that right temporarily defeated is 
stronger than evil triumphant. 
 

I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their 
bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality 
and freedom for their spirits. 
 

I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-
centered people can build up. 
 

By the goodness of God at work within people, I believe that 
brokenness can be healed. “And the lion and the lamb shall lie down 
together, and everyone will sit under their own vine and fig tree, and 
none shall be afraid.” 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (using Debts/Debtors) Page 35, Glory to God Hymnal 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 



OFFERING  Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan 
 We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace (1957-2003) 
 The Overbrook Choir 
 

We shall walk through the valley in peace. 
We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

For Jesus Himself will be our leader. 
We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

 
We will meet our loved ones there. 
We will meet our loved ones there. 

For Jesus Himself will be our leader. 
We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

 
There will be no trials there. 
There will be no trials there. 

For Jesus Himself will be our leader. 
We shall walk through the valley in peace. 



DOXOLOGY  HYMN No. 607  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SENDING FORTH 


HYMN No. 39  FAITHFULNESS 
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 



BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  G. T. Thalben-Ball 
 Thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us (1896-1987) 

 
 Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE  Dieterich Buxtehude 
 Wie schön leuchtet die Morgenstern (excerpt) (1637-1707) 
 



The cover artwork is The Calling of Saints Peter and Andrew, a mosaic in the Basilica 
of Sant’Apollinare Nuovo in Ravenna, Italy. Built in the sixth century, this church 
is decorated with mosaics, including twenty-six panels depicting the life of 
Christ. Here, Christ is wearing traditional Roman garb; the halo and cruciform 
surrounding his head were added later. 



This Week at Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
 

Sunday, January 19 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 11:30 a.m. Youth Grades 6-12-Youth Room  
 12:00 p.m. Intercommittee Planning Meeting-Chapel 
 12:00 p.m. Junior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Monday, January 20 9:00 a.m. MLK Day of Service 
Tuesday, January 21 7:00 p.m. Urban Suburban Book Club-Williamson 
Wednesday, January 22 9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study  
 5:00 p.m. Property Committee 
Thursday, January 23 6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Bell Room 
 7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Saturday, January 25 1:45 p.m. Youth Ice Skating-Skatium 
Sunday, January 26 9:15 a.m. Adult Forum 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 12:00 p.m. Mission & Outreach Committee 
 
 
Today 
Youth in Grades 6-12 are invited to join Anthony immediately after services today 
for a light lunch, discussion, and games. We will discuss how all of us can 
thoughtfully participate in our church's M.L.K. Day of Service tomorrow 1/20. We 
will also discuss youth program ideas for the new year and beyond! 
 
Wednesday, January 22 
Bible Study on Wednesday, January 15 at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel with Pastor 
Adam. Adam will be continuing the discussion on the Acts of the Apostles. Please 
note the time change for this week only! 
 
Monday, January 20 
Martin Luther King Day - Please join us at 9:00 a.m. as we work together to serve our 
broader community. There will be service opportunities for all ages. We request 
that preschool and elementary students be accompanied by an adult. You can sign 



up in the Wistar Morris Room during Fellowship Hour or online via the website at 
www.overbrookpresb.org. 
 
Saturday, January 25 
Youth Ice Skating (All Ages) - 1:45-3:15 p.m. at Skatium in Havertown. All children 
and youth are invited to join us for a Saturday afternoon ice-skate! The cost is 
$7.00 per skater and includes skate rentals. All participants should arrive 20 
minutes early to acquire skates and to be ready to go on the ice at 1:45. Please also 
be sure to wear long socks, layered clothing, gloves, and a helmet if you so require. 
RSVP by emailing Anthony Carrella, anthony@overbrookpresb.org, or Sabrina 
Johnson, sjohnson227@gmail.com.  
 
Saturday, February 15 
Save the date! The OPC Hootenanny is scheduled for Saturday, February 15, 5:30-
8:30pm. Bring your family & friends for a night full of good food, square dancing, 
games,  and fellowship. Everyone is welcome! All proceeds will go toward the 
Feed My Starving Children MobilePack, which OPC co-hosts. (The MobilePack 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 25 at Bonner High School in Upper Darby; more 
info to come.) This is the 3rd year for the Hootenanny and we promise you’ll have 
a good time! Tickets will be on sale soon. Questions? Contact Becky Lazo or 
LaToya Richie.  
 
Friday, March 27 
You are invited to join the conversation about the long-term vision of Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church as we plan to meet the needs and dreams of the future! Hold 
the date for the OPC Vision Summit: Friday, March 27, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. At this 
summit, we will be guided through an intentional process for discerning our 
mission statement, our core values, and our long-term goals as a church. With the 
help of our trained consultants, Ministry Architects, we will work together to shape 
the scope of OPC’s work in the community. There will be much more information 
shared as we get closer. The entire church is invited. Light refreshments will be 
served. Bring your best ideas!  
 

General Announcements   
 
Fellowship Hour - The Congregational Life Committee invites you to 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR, formerly known as Coffee Hour. For many at Overbrook, this 
time with food and friends and welcoming of newcomers feels like an extension of 
worship. It's more than coffee! It's fellowship! So, we'll celebrate it that way going 
forward with a new name. With that being said, we are still in need of Fellowship 
Hour Hosts for the following Sundays February 9 and 23. For more information or 
to volunteer, please contact Peggy Kaercher at kaerchm@gmail.com or via text at 



484-429-4719 or Pat Ogundele at 610-668-1309. You can also sign up via the website 
under Fellowship Hour.  
 

Chancel Flowers - If anyone is interested in dedicating in honor 
of or in memory of the Sunday Chancel Flowers please see the sign 
up binder in the Wistar Morris Room.  The cost of the flowers is 
$35.00.  The following dates are available: January 26; February 
2, 9, 16, and 23. 

 Prayer List  
 

 Kate Shackelford and her family on the recent death of her sister in law. 
 Ed Draney, Sue Schick’s father, has just been diagnosed with thyroid cancer. 
 Jeremiah Hemigway, Artia Benjiman’s 13 year old great nephew, is at CHOP 

due to seizures. 
 Christopher Duckworth, Jason’s brother and Sharon Parker’s son, has 

returned from serving overseas.   
 Margaret Young’s son Keith’s surgery went well.  Continued prayers for 

healing. 
 Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has returned. 
 Ginny Leagans’s daughter-in-law has recurring neck pain. 
 Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is continuing treatment for cancer. Recent blood 

work results were positive. 
 Margaret Cosgriff is recovering from leg surgery. 
 We offer unspoken prayers for Peggy Garrett and Eric Kelner. 
 Katie Kupstas’s father responded well to treatment for stage 4 lung cancer. 

The tumor has shrunk. 
 Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, will continue chemotherapy until 

mid-February. She is diagnosed with a rare form of sarcoma that has spread to 
her liver.  

 John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 
 Diane, Laurie Geers’s sister, has responded very well to her chemotherapy for 

pancreatic cancer. The tumors have shrunk.  
 Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother, has completed her chemotherapy and her 

tests have come back clear of cancer. Praise God. 
 Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health challenges. He is grateful for all 

the prayers. 
 Erin Harris, 39-year-old friend of the Taussig-Lux family, has started hospice 

care. 
 Ellen Burr is experiencing ongoing medical concerns. 
 

Please contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@gmail.com) 
or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list.  



 
Sermon Notes 

 
  





OPC SESSION MEMBERS: 
Adam Hearlson, Moderator 

Sara Davis, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer 
** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Rachel Carnahan** Elaine Blodgett Elizabeth Cosgriff 
Kevin Davis Herbert Brabham Bob Harden, Jr. 
Becky Lazo Elizabeth Mendoza Larry McGhee 
Will Schick** Richard Owens Deborah Rottinger** 
Karen Wong** Aimerie Scherluebbe** Eileen Wiggins** 

 

OPC DEACONS: 

Terri Hunter, Moderator, Board of Deacons 
Brad Biedermann, Treasurer; Jill Van Rawley, Secretary 

** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Peju Adebanjo Nancy Elmore Artia Benjamin** 
Brad Biedermann** Nancy Gilhool Suchita Fiorillo** 
Sabrina Johnson** Terri Hunter** Bill Baker 
Alan Sigler Mary Lou Ryce Bob Kaercher 
Jill Van Rawley Carol Tulba** Nickie Stokes** 

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19151 
Phone: 215-877-2744        Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 

www.overbrookpresb.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Designated Pastor 

The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 

Anthony Carrella - Director of Christian Education 
Lisa Faso - Office Manager 

Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Quartet: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Anthony Carrella, alto;  
Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass 

 

Overbrook Presbyterian Church is a welcoming and diverse 

Christian community that actively seeks to love and serve 

God, each other, and the world. 


